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An I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  employee  
was a u t h o r i z e d  a house -hun t ing  t r i p  to 
S h e r i d a n ,  Wyoming, to  f a c i l i t a t e  a 
pe rmanen t  c h a n g e  o f  s t a t i o n .  F e d e r a l  
T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s  p a r a g r a p h  2-4. la  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a n  employee's round  t r i p  
f o r  h o u s e - h u n t i n g ,  "must  be accom- 
p l i s h e d  p r i o r  t o  h i s / h e r  r e p o r t i n g  to 
t h e  new o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n . "  S i n c e  t h e  
employee  r e p o r t e d  f o r  d u t y  i n  S h e r i d a n  
b e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  house -hun t ing  
t r i p ,  s h e  m u s t  r e p a y  c e r t a i n  monies  
advanced  t o  h e r  f o r  t h e  t r i p .  T h a t  
s h e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  d u t y  o n l y  b e c a u s e  s h e  
s t a y e d  i n  S h e r i d a n  t o  w a i t  f o r  h e r  
r e l o c a t i o n  c h e c k  t o  a r r i v e  d o e s  n o t  
a f f e c t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g u l a -  
t i o n .  

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  fo r  an  
a d v a n c e  d e c i s i o n  f rom E l i z a b e t h  A. A l l e n ,  C h i e f ,  Account- 
i n g  S e c t i o n ,  S o u t h w e s t  Region  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue 
S e r v i c e  ( I R S ) .  The i s s u e  p r e s e n t e d  is w h e t h e r  S h e r y l  
Templeman, a n  employee  of t h e  IRS, must  r e p a y  $572.45 f o r  
a house -hun t ing  t r i p  and r e l a t e d  e x p e n s e s  b e c a u s e  s h e  
r e p o r t e d  f o r  d u t y  t o  h e r  new o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n  b e f o r e  
c o m p l e t i n g  t h a t  t r i p .  W e  h o l d  t h a t  t h e  amount must  be 
repa i d  . 
t h e  IRS from Wash ing ton ,  D.C.,  to  S h e r i d a n ,  Wyoming. T o  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  t r a n s f e r  s h e  a p p l i e d  f o r  and  was a u t h o r -  
ized t o  make a h o u s e - h u n t i n g  t r i p  t o  S h e r i d a n .  S h e  began  
t h e  t r i p  o n  Monday, O c t o b e r  26 ,  1982,  and  p l a n n e d  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  Wash ing ton  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  October 29,  t o  p i c k  up  
h e r  c a r  and  d r i v e  i t  t o  S h e r i d a n .  T h i s  was t o  be h e r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  h e r  new o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  so s h e  
was a u t h o r i z e d  mileage and per d iem f o r  t h e  t r i p .  S h e  was 
t o  report f o r  d u t y  i n  S h e r i d a n  o n  Monday, November 1 .  

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1982,  Ms.  Templeman was t r a n s f e r r e d  by 
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Ms. Templeman's p rob lem was c r e a t e d  when t h e  reloca- 
t i o n  a l l o w a n c e  a d v a n c e  c h e c k ,  which  was t o  b e  s e n t  t o  h e r  
i n  S h e r i d a n ,  d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  by t h e  t i m e  s h e  was to  l e a v e  
S h e r i d a n  to  r e t u r n  t o  Washington .  She  s t a y e d  i n  
S h e r i d a n ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  check--which a r r i v e d  o n  
November 4--and r e p o r t e d  f o r  d u t y  o n  November 1. She  t h e n  
f l e w  back  t o  Washington  o n  November 5, p i c k e d  up  h e r  car 
and  t r a v e l e d  back t o  S h e r i d a n - - a r r i v i n g  o n  November 8. 

C h a p t e r  2, P a r t  4 ,  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  

P a r a g r a p h  2-4.la o f  
FPMR 101-7 ( S e p t e m b e r  1981) (FTR) ,  g o v e r n s  t r a v e l  by 
employees  t o  s e e k  r e s i d e n c e  q u a r t e r s .  
t h e  FTR p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a n  e m p l o y e e ' s  round t r i p  f o r  t h i s  
purpose, "must  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  pr ior  t o  h i s / h e r  r e p o r t i n g  
to  t h e  new o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n . "  App ly ing  t h i s  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  
IRS d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  s i n c e  Ms. Templeman reported t o  t h e  
S h e r i d a n  o f f i c e  f o r  d u t y  o n  November 1 (pr ior  t o  complet- 
i n g  t h e  round  t r i p )  s h e  was n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  r e t u r n  
t r i p  to  Wash ing ton ,  n o r  t o  t h e  money s h e  r e c e i v e d  f o r  
m i l e a g e  and  per d iem f o r  t h e  t r a v e l  t o  S h e r i d a n  by car. 
I n s t e a d ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r i p  v i a  a i r p l a n e  to  S h e r i d a n  was 
t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  h e r  new d u t y  s t a t i o n .  The l a t e  
a r r i v i n g  c h e c k  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  mileage and per d iem money 
($325.45) and t h e  round  t r i p  a i r f a r e  had  a l r e a d y  been  p a i d  
for  by t h e  Government ($247 for t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ) ,  so t h e  
IRS c o n t e n d s  t h a t  Ms. Templeman must  r e p a y  $572.45. 

W e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  IRS c o r r e c t l y  a p p l i e d  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n .  B o t h  Ms. Templeman and t h e  IRS have  in fo rmed  
u s  t h a t  s h e  w a i t e d  i n  S h e r i d a n  for t h e  c h e c k  b e c a u s e  s h e  
had no money w i t h  which  t o  p a y  h e r  h o t e l  b i l l - - s h e  was 
c o u n t i n g  o n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  c h e c k  f o r  t h a t .  W e  b e l i e v e ,  
however ,  t h a t  some accommodat ion c o u l d  have  b e e n  made and  
t h e  t r i p  c o m p l e t e d  as  s c h e d u l e d .  I n  any  case, t h e  r e g u l a -  
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t i o n  is clear  and  it was appl ied  c o r r e c t l y .  S e e  Gary E.  
P i k e ,  B-209727, J u l y  17, 1983; S y l v i a  Shaw B e l l ,  B-195973, 
August  25, 1980. 
- 

S i n c e  Ms. Templeman r e p o r t e d  f o r  work prior t o  corn- 
p l e t i n g  h e r  round  t r i p ,  t h e  IRS c o r r e c t l y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  
s h e  must  r e p a y  t h e  cost  o f  r e t u r n  a i r f a r e  t o  Wash ing ton ,  
as w e l l  as per d iem and m i l e a g e  f o r  t h e  d r i v e  back  to  
S h e r i d a n .  A s  t h e  I R S  r u l e d ,  s h e  is e n t i t l e d  to  t h e  cost  
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of airfare to S h e r i d a n  (permanent  change  of s t a t i o n  
a l l o w a n c e )  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p e r  d iem s h e  r e c e i v e d  w h i l e  
h o u s e h u n t i n g  i n  S h e r i d a n .  

C o m p t r o l l e r  G e n e r a l  
of t h e  U n i t e d  States  
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